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Planning Commission Meeting Minutes

Monday, January 11, 2010 - 6:00 p.m.

Public Safety Building, 321 S. Fourth St., Stoughton, WI.

Members Present: Mayor Jim Griffin; Dave McKichan, Vice-Chair; Ron Christianson; Sonny Swangstu; Troy Weiser and Todd Krcma.
Absent and Excused: Eric Hohol
Absent: 
Staff:  Director of Planning & Development, Rodney Scheel; Zoning Administrator, Michael Stacey; Finance Director Laurie Sullivan.
Press:  None
Guests: Gary Becker; Mike Slavney; Dave Porterfield; Ken Wahlin; Carl Chenoweth; Paul Lawrence; and Chuck Haase.
1. Call to order.  Mayor Griffin called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
2. Consider approval of the minutes of December 14, 2009.


Motion by Christianson to approve the December 14, 2009 minutes as presented.  2nd by McKichan.  Motion carried 6 - 0. 
 

3. Council Representative Report.
McKichan indicated the Council approved the zoning ordinance amendments; zoning map; annexation for the McComb Road property and rezoned the Bickley property on N. Page to MR-10.
4. Staff Summary.

Scheel gave a brief summary of the status of developments.  There were no questions.
5. Dave Porterfield, Movin’ Out, Inc., requests to rezone the property at 623 Eighth Street from HI – Heavy Industrial to PD – Planned Development.

Dave Porterfield requested to recess this request until March 1, 2010.


Mayor Griffin opened the public hearing.


Chuck Haase, 529 E. Main Street, Stoughton, questioned whether or not the site would need to be cleaned up since it has been industrial for over 100 years; Prefers to have open space in that area; Indicated the property is prime real estate; Questioned the tax revenue generated from a non-profit development; Questioned if the TIF money would be paid back; Questioned who will occupy the units; Questioned if a background financial check has been made to check the track record for Movin Out.

Mayor Griffin closed the public hearing.  

Motion by Christianson to recess this request until the Special Planning Commission meeting on March 1, 2010 at 6:00 pm, 2nd by Weiser.  Motion carried 6 – 0.  
6. Approve the commencement of acquisition of 314 W Main Street by the RDA.


Scheel gave some background information regarding the property at 314 W. Main Street.  Finance Director Laurie Sullivan stated the City needs to gain control of the property in order to get any grant money.  McKichan questioned the owner search and funding for the cleanup.  Sullivan stated the information is in the TID #4 amendment plan.  Sullivan stated they are working on an appraisal of the property using TIF funds and when the property is sold, that money will pay back the TIF.  Krcma stated he is not a big fan of eminent domain and questioned whether it can be used to acquire a property when there is no development plan.  Scheel stated City Attorney Dregne has said we can for blighted properties.  Mayor Griffin stated there has been public demand to clean the site up and believes it is worth the risk.  Weiser questioned the potential for gaining grant money.  Sullivan stated the chances are good because the State wants it cleaned up.  Scheel stated the State has ordered the site be cleaned up.  Scheel added that the cleanup would cost around $30,000 to make it green.  

Motion by Christianson to recommend Council approve the commencement of the acquisition of 314 W. Main Street, Stoughton, 2nd by Swangstu.  Motion carried 6 - 0.
7. Overview of Tax Increment Finance District #5 by Gary Becker. (Information Only)  Gary Becker gave a powerpoint overview of TID #5.  
8. Mike Slavney of Vandewalle & Associates will explain the statutory consistency requirement related to the Comprehensive Plan.  
 

Mike Slavney explained the statutory consistency requirement related to the Comprehensive Plan which began on Jan 1, 2010.  Slavney gave his conservative recommendation on how to comply with the consistency requirement.
9. Future Agenda Items.  None
10. Adjournment.  Motion by McKichan to adjourn at 7:13 pm, 2nd by Christianson. Motion carried 6 – 0.    
Respectfully Submitted,

Michael Stacey
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