Public Works Committee Minutes

Tuesday July 21, 2009 at 6:00PM
Hall of Fame Room, 381 E Main St., Stoughton, WI  53589
Members Present:  Alderpersons; Dave McKichan, Ross Scovotti, Sonny Swangstu, Tim Carter, Mayor Jim Griffin, Planning Director Rodney Scheel and Street Superintendent Karl Manthe 
Absent & Excused: 
Guests:  Resident Kevin Doskocil, Travis Schreiber (Vierbicher Assc.), Jesse Siewert & John Anderson (MOD), Marty Lamers (Fire Chief) and Tom Lynch Rec. Department
1.   Call to Order:  Meeting called to order by Carter at 6:00 PM
2.   Approve minutes of June 16, 2009 Special Meeting:  Motion by Scovotti, seconded by Swangstu to approve both meeting minutes. Carried  4-0.
3.   Activity Report:    Manthe reported:
· June brush collection

· Complete grinding out stumps and fill with dirt

· Continue tree removal of hazard trees from inventory

· Removal of trees interfering with Sidewalk Projects

· Monitor progress for Isham & Page Street Construction Project. 

· Repair storm water inlet on W. South Street.

· Weekly yard waste site  monitoring & cleanup

· Bid out summer street projects

· Draw down water levels for Fourth Street Dam Project

· Preventive maintenance to Street & Parks Fleet.

· Plant trees various locations (replacements)

· Mow greenways

· Patch streets

· Sweep streets

· Cemetery cleanup

· Mow parks and daily park cleanup

· Ball diamond construction and preparation

· Syttende Mai cleanup 

 Correspondence:   Manthe reported the decisions made for the refuse/recycling from a previous City meeting; A 96 gallon recycling container and a 65 trash container will be delivered to all residents to begin the process and a month later containers can be switched out, however, the 35 gallon container will not be available at all. Also decided was the containers will be rented(not owned), business will be allowed to participate if they follow the guidelines, a calendar and educational pamphlet will be sent to all residents and the $1.50/month charge will be assessed to all residents for bulk items.
Manthe stated that the Fourth St Dam project was making good progress and the weir will also been worked on to look much nicer.
4.   Paradise Pond Update:   Scheel briefed the committee on the status of obtaining a permit and the   plans for the project.  The draft permit will be available approximately September 15 through October 15 for the public to view and make comments.  Scheel would like construction to begin in November with scrapping of the pond, wet well, force main, structures and install intake piping.  Then in the spring of 2010 the pumps and controller, etc would be completed.  The total estimate on this project is approximately $450,000 with $250,000 budgeted in 2009.  Therefore, there would be a need to approve the monies prior to awarding the contract in November to accommodate this schedule for the year 2010.
5.   Request to Review Ordinance Section 64-9 (f) Sandwich Board Signs:  Scheel reviewed and discussed the details of how the current ordinance was designed to read.  Also discussed was safety issues on triangle vision for corners, who would pay for and maintain these boards, where additional boards could be placed and some type of uniformity if allowed.  Motion by Scovotti, seconded by Swangstu to create a sub committee of Public Works (Scovotti and McKichan) to work with Planning Director Scheel to review for a suggested ordinance change.  Motion carried 4-0.
6.  Review City Ordinance Chapters 64-5 – Sidewalk Replacement and Repair Costs:  

7.  Review City Ordinance Chapters 64-6 – New Sidewalk:  Much discussion revolved around 64-5 & 64-6 pertaining to certain situations such as an extreme cost to a homeowner if the project was completed.  Members felt that some situations should be reviewed and new language developed to give more flexibility in decision making.  Action item: Scheel and McKichan will work together to develop a draft for changes to be made in Ordinances 64-5 & 64-6 pertaining to new construction and retaining walls.
8.  Review City Ordinance Chapters 64-7 – New Curb and Gutter and Replacement Curb & Gutter:   This Item was determined to be ok as currently written.
9.   Lincoln Avenue Storm water Drainage Improvement Update:   Travis Schreiber of Vierbicher Associates presented several scenarios which he had investigated concerning flooding on the 600 block of Lincoln Avenue.  After reviewing previous ideas a new idea was offered to meet the City’s requirement for a storm water master plan which would be to develop a wet pond and perhaps a rain garden on the Yahara School property – of course the school district would need to be involved in the discussions.  There are grant opportunities available for design and construction to help with the costs as this pond would need to be fenced.  However, this area already has a high water table so it would need to be addressed and there would be a need to obtain property for a public easement to this pond.   Motion by McKichan, seconded by Scovotti to direct staff to develop a concept for a storm retention pond on the Yahara School property and also address other storm water issues on Lincoln Avenue.  Motion carried 4-0.
10. Review Noxious Weed Ordinance:    The Committee is okay with the amendment as long as it is in alignment with the State Statues, however there are still concerns about having residents having to kill weeds and how this would be enforced.  Motion by Scovotti, seconded by Swangstu to recommend to Common Council to adopt the amendments to Section 10-317 (a) (2), Section 58-8 (6) and Section 1-3 (f) (3) of the Stoughton Municipal Code regarding noxious weeds and forfeiture amounts.  Motion carried 3-1 with McKichan voting no.
11. Discuss Policy on Roadside Memorials:  This request was forwarded to the committee from the Mayor requesting that Stoughton develop a policy and provided examples.  According to the State policy if no complaints are received, the memorial is automatically removed after one year or if complaints are received then the memorial is automatically removed.  In either situation the Street Department will remove the items and make them available for return to owners if so requested. The committee agreed to adopt the State policy as a model.  Motion by McKichan, seconded by Scovotti to direct staff to develop a policy on Roadside Memorials for the City of Stoughton using the State format.   Motion carried 4-0.
12.
Discussion on Riverbank Restoration:  Several banks along the river have deteriorated to the point where roots of the trees are exposed and may fall if something is not done to alleviate the issue.  Manthe has made contact with Vierbicher & Associates who recommended grant opportunities for restoration.  Two areas identified as major concerns and perhaps a safety issue were; the Division Street Park and below the Fourth Street Dam (near island).  Motion by McKichan, seconded by Scovotti to direct staff to pursue grant monies or develop alternative plans for restoration along the river.  Motion carried 4-0.
13.  Discuss Pavement Tape Project Contract:  Manthe reiterated that the Street Department is waiting for the road construction on Main St to be completed before painting.  The committee discussed whether the pavement tape should even be considered at this point due to budget shortfalls the City is experiencing when painting is much cheaper even if two coats had to be applied in high traffic areas.  This issue was tabled until after the budget is discussed.
14. Future Agenda Items:  Trash contract, Sandwich Boards, Sidewalk/Retaining Walls 64-5 & 64-6, Riverbank Restoration, American Legion Sign, Downtown Recycling Containers

Special Meeting was set for budget discussion on Thursday, August 20 at 6:00 PM.
Moved by McKichan, seconded by Scovotti to adjourn meeting at 8:30 pm.  Carried 4-0.
Respectfully submitted by Vickie Erdahl, staff member 7/22/09
